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ABSTRACT

This research paper investigates Angara, a powerful short story by
Kusum Meghwal, examining its portrayal of female identity and
multifaceted resistance against caste and gender oppression. Employing
an intersectional feminist framework, this study explores how
Meghwal's narrative reveals the struggle and agency of Dalit women,

particularly in rural Rajasthan. Through an in-depth literary analysis of
Jamna, the protagonist, and her defiance of societal constraints, this
paper highlights the transformative potential of literature to confront
structural inequalities. Additionally, the research situates Angara within
a broader socio-cultural framework to emphasize its significance in
contemporary discussions on women's rights, social justice, and Dalit
empowerment. This paper contributes to ongoing dialogues on caste,
gender identity, and the subversive role of Dalit literature in challenging
societal norms.
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The caste system in India, an ancient and deeply entrenched social hierarchy, has historically
marginalized Dalit communities through both overt and covert mechanisms of exclusion and
oppression. Tracing its origins to early Hindu texts, the system divides society into
varnas—Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas, and Shudras—and positions Dalits outside this
framework as “untouchables,” subjecting them to social, economic, and political exclusion
(Ambedkar, 1948). While constitutional safeguards and legal reforms were introduced post-
independence to combat caste discrimination, these measures often fall short in rural areas
where social stratification remains rigid and enduring.

For Dalit women, the intersection of caste and gender introduces an additional layer of
vulnerability, often referred to as “triple oppression”—through caste, class, and gender—as
they navigate a world that systematically denies them rights and agency (Guru, 1995). Dalit
literature, particularly when authored by Dalit writers, offers a critical lens into these lived
experiences, capturing the resilience of Dalit women against the compounded oppressions they
face.

Kusum Meghwal's short story Angara epitomizes this intersection of caste and gender
oppression. Centered on the protagonist Jamna, a young Dalit woman in rural Rajasthan,
Meghwal's narrative portrays the layers of marginalization experienced by Dalit women. This
paper examines Angara through a feminist lens to explore how Meghwal articulates themes of
female identity, resistance, and community solidarity in the face of social subjugation. By
situating Angara within broader socio-cultural discourses, this research contributes to the
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dialogue on Dalit empowerment, social justice, and the role of literature in inspiring social
transformation (Rege, 1998).

Theoretical Framework

This study is grounded in intersectional feminism and draws upon Ambedkarite principles of
social justice. Intersectionality, a framework introduced by Kimberlé Crenshaw, is essential for
examining how multiple social identities—such as caste and gender—interact to produce
distinct modes of discrimination and disadvantage (Crenshaw, 1989). In the Indian context,
Dalit feminist scholars like Sharmila Rege and Gopal Guru have explored how the intersection
of caste and gender creates unique experiences for Dalit women, who face both patriarchal
oppression and caste-based discrimination. This paper uses an intersectional approach to
analyze how Jamna's experiences in Angara reveal the complex social structures that sustain
caste and gender inequalities in India.

Literature Review

Dalit literature has witnessed significant growth over recent decades, with scholars examining
how it reflects and critiques the socio-political conditions of marginalized communities. Gopal
Guru's analysis of Dalit women's distinct experiences underscores the importance of
recognizing Dalit women's voices within both feminist and Dalit discourses, which have
traditionally overlooked their unique struggles (Guru, 1995). Sharmila Rege's work on Dalit
feminist standpoint theory argues that Dalit women's narratives offer a unique perspective,
essential for understanding India's social hierarchies (Rege, 1998). Meghwal's Angara is
situated within this framework, providing a lens to examine caste, gender, and agency in the
lives of Dalit women.

Methodology

This paper employs a close reading and thematic analysis of Angara, with a focus on the
intersectional aspects of caste and gender as they shape Jamna's identity and resistance. By
analyzing the narrative structure, character development, and symbols within the text, this
study unpacks the layers of meaning that Meghwal imbues in Jamna's character. The
methodology is informed by an intersectional feminist approach, emphasizing how Meghwal's
portrayal of Jamna and Heera's resistance challenges both patriarchal and caste-based
oppression.

Examining Female Identity in Angara

In Angara, Jamna's identity as a Dalit woman is constructed through the intersecting
oppressions of caste, gender, and class. From the onset, Meghwal situates Jamna's experiences
within a social framework that dehumanizes her based on her caste, while also restricting her
autonomy as a woman. This portrayal of identity exemplifies the essence of Dalit feminism,
which asserts that the identity and struggles of Dalit women cannot be fully understood through
gender alone; caste is an equally defining force in their lives.

Jamna's journey reflects her struggle against these intersecting forces, moving from passive
victimization to active defiance. Unlike traditional female characters in Indian literature,
Jamna is not confined to a narrative of silent suffering. Meghwal subverts this trope, instead
presenting Jamna as a resilient figure who asserts her identity through acts of resistance.
Jamna's story is emblematic of Dalit women's resilience, marking her transformation from
victim to agent of change.
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Forms of Resistance in Angara

Resistance in Angara is multi-dimensional, encompassing both individual and collective
forms. Jamna's final act of defiance—her violent retaliation against her
oppressor—symbolizes a rejection of the power structures that seek to control her. This act of
agency challenges the conventional depictions of Dalit women as passive or submissive,
instead portraying Jamna as a powerful figure reclaiming her autonomy. Her actions align with
feminist arguments around agency and resistance, suggesting that her violence is a response to
systemic violence, rather than a gratuitous act.

Heera's role exemplifies collective resistance, with Meghwal highlighting how familial and
communal solidarity can become sources of strength for marginalized communities. Heera's
support and his mobilization of the village youth reveal a form of Dalit solidarity rooted in
Ambedkarite ideals of collective action and social justice. This portrayal underscores the
importance of community in confronting caste-based and gendered injustices, adding a layer of
complexity to Meghwal's depiction of resistance.

Socio-Cultural Context and Broader Implications

Set in rural Rajasthan, 4ngara provides a vivid account of the socio-cultural dynamics that
perpetuate caste and gender oppression. Meghwal critiques not only the overt discrimination
that Jamna faces but also the complicit role of institutions, such as the police and judicial
system, which often fail to protect marginalized individuals and perpetuate caste-based biases.
By highlighting these systemic failures, Meghwal's story reflects the broader socio-political
landscape in India, where Dalit communities continue to face discrimination despite legal
protections.

The narrative's setting and Meghwal's use of cultural symbols reinforce the structural
hierarchies embedded in rural Indian society. The story's engagement with caste, gender, and
power dynamics offers readers a microcosmic view of the larger social structures that sustain
inequality, thus challenging them to envision a more just society.

Comparative Analysis with Other Dalit Literature

Meghwal's portrayal of Jamna aligns with the narratives of resilience and agency found in other
Dalit literature. Similar themes of resistance are evident in the works of Bama, Sivakami, and
Ratan Kumar Sambharia, who also depict Dalit women's struggles against social hierarchies.
However, Meghwal's Angara diverges in its focus on the agency of Dalit women within the
rural Rajasthani setting, offering a unique perspective on regional caste dynamics. This
comparative analysis situates Angara within a continuum of Dalit feminist narratives,
enriching its contribution to Dalit literature.

Feminist Interpretation of Violence and Agency

In Angara, Meghwal's treatment of violence as both oppression and resistance challenges
traditional notions of female victimhood. Jamna's final act against Sumer Singh symbolizes a
powerful reclamation of her body and autonomy. From a feminist perspective, Meghwal's
narrative disrupts passive depictions of female suffering, instead illustrating how Dalit women
can assert their agency within oppressive structures. This radical portrayal of agency redefines
the role of Dalit women in literature, pushing against patriarchal norms that view them solely as
victims.
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Conclusion

Kusum Meghwal's Angara provides a profound exploration of female identity, caste, and
resistance, reflecting the layered oppression and resilience of Dalit women. Jamna's journey
from victim to agent of change serves as a powerful critique of the social structures that sustain
caste and gender inequalities. By highlighting the importance of community solidarity and
challenging institutional failures, Meghwal's story contributes to the discourse on Dalit
empowerment, social justice, and the transformative power of literature.

Through its nuanced depiction of caste-based and gendered violence, Angara underscores the
role of literature in shaping perceptions and inspiring social change. Meghwal's narrative
encourages readers to question societal norms, envisioning a world where justice and equity are
accessible to all, particularly those at society's margins.
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